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The event in which fashionable theater-
goers are more interested than any thathas
preceded it for some time is the engage-
ment of the Lillian Russell opera com-
pany at the Grand to-morrow, Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings. She 18 to present
“l.a Cigale” at the first two performances
and “The Mountebanks” Wednesday even-
ing. Nature and art have combined to
squip Miss Russell with graces and gifts
that demsnd a recognition from all who
see and hear her. As a vocal artisg,
pure and simple, setting asude all the
charms of person and the atirac-
tions ipcidental to the magnificent
stage surroundings and elegzant costumes
of “La Cigale,” Miss Russell easily holas
the foremoss place in this courtiry on the
opera comigue stage. A rarely musical
voice. fine taste and artistie feeling, all
combine to make her a voeal artist who can
be listened to with satisfaction by the

most critical. and each and all of her nam-
bers in the performance osll out & most en-

Liltian Russell,

thusiastic response from her audience. The
vocal score 1n the music of the title role
has been strengthened by the interpolation
of & tuneful “Summer Song.” music by T,
Pearsall Thorne, and a pretty vocal gavotte
by Jesse Williams, both of which are ad-
mirably suited to Miss Russell’s voice. In
her impersonation of “Marton” there is
said to be vivacity and dramatio streogth,
snd the strong scene of the last aet is given
very effectively.

h?;-. Louis Harrison has the burden of the
comedy element of the produetion in the
role of Matthew, the uncle of La Cigale,
who subseqnent|v becomesa her manager,
and his labors in this duty can be mueh
commended. The cast enlists C. Hayden
Coftin, William ‘1. Carleton and others.
Mr. Coffin is the famuns English baritone,
who was brought to thiscountry especially
for tbis opera. The Russell company,
which includes 125 people, will arrive here
from St. Louis on a special train of nine
oars at 6 o'clock this evening. It earries
sli the elaborate special scenery employed
in the production at the Garden Theater,
New York.

“The Mountebanks,” which Miss Russel]
and her company are to present Wednesday
night, is said to be something of a novelty
in the way of comic opera. The libretto
was written by W. 8, Gilbert (of Gilbert
& Sullivan) snd the music by Alfred Cel-
ller. 1t had a loug run in London, and the
Russell corfpany will take 1t to New York
late shis month to ran the rest of the sea-
son there. It will be given an elaborate
production here

Frank Mayo in “Darvy Crockett.”

It bas been nearly twenty years since
Frank Mayo first presented “Davy
Crockett” on the stage, aud for years it was
one of the most successful plays on the
stage. Mr. Mayo let 1t rest for a time to
appear in other parts, bat recently he has
taken up “Crockett” again and is dupli-
cating bhis former success. Mayo is a

romantic acter, whose high aLilities are
well recognized. His impersonation of the
honest backwoodsman is decidedly his vest
characterization. The piay is idyllic in
character, and althongh its story is laid in
the backwoods, it 13 totally deverd of that
element of sensationalism 1n which frontier
plays abound. It is absolutely true to
natore and that is the highest develop-
ment of art. Old theater-goers will recail
“Davy Crockett” with pleasure, and to the
pewer generation is presented in it & beau-
tiful and most entertaining olay.

Between the acts of the play Tuesday
night the election returns will be read
from the stage as faat as they are received,
complete arrangements having been made
t‘? give a satisfactory service in this direc-

on.

The “Power of 1the Fress” at English's,

Mr, Augustuas Piton’s elaborate scenie
representation of “The Power of the Press,”
which pleased large audiencea here last
peason, will be seen at Enghsh’s next
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. “The
Power of the Preas” illustrates a peculiar
pars of New York life. The central figure
is a man who, in & drunken condition, is
asccused and esentenced to prison

for another's crime. The prison garb
elings to him on his relesse, and
he is shunped by his friende. Wita
a resolution to clear himself. he secures the
sid of the press and brings the guilty to
justice, The story is unfolded with a nom-

er ot striking tableaux moving clearly and
with briskness. The Rlsy is set with mueh
more than commonly fine scenery, and is
clothed with accursey and fine taste
There is not a common-place pieceof paint-
jng. while soms of the scenes are excelient
examples of the painter's and mechanie's
art. Jno “The Power of the Press” Mr,
Piton bas a play which contains every ele-
ment of populanty. The cast is a large
oue and thoroughly capable,

Vandevitle at the Park.
Whallen & Martell’s Specialty Company,
one of the largest and strongest organiza-

fions presenting a vandeville entertain.
ment, will play at the Park all this week,
and the return of this organization, which
has always been popular with the patrons
of this house, may be expected to result
n large andiences all week. Almost every
branch of the variety bonsiness 1s represent-
ed 1o this combinatien, and many of the
setm given by this season’s company are en-
tirely new, The orgeamzation ineludes
Harry and Mildred Roucleve, Professor
Abt, illasmonist; Burke and Handall, sero-
bate: Leshe and Collins, soug-and-dance
mo;u!; 2 thn“!m-. -lri.:" ‘:iou act isa
povelty; arke, 0 impersonator;
the Fanl ' the star
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in last year's “Two Old Cronies,” and other
clever performers. The Whallen & Martell
company, it 18 claimed. has more new per-
formers than any other specialty show
traveling. .

The returns from the election will be
read from the stage of the Park, as fast as
received, Tuesday night.

The New “Devil's Aunction.”

The “Devil’s Auction,” a glittering speec-
tacular piece, which is by no means new to
Indianapolis, for it has been seen here
often, will be presented in its new form at
the Grand next Friday and Saturday and
Saturday matineo. Since the piece was
last seen here it has been entirely rewrit-
ten by Mr. Charles H. Yale, and all its bal-
lets, specialties. scenery, costumeas, ete., are

entirely naw. The piece1s now aiven with
seven elaborate changes of scenes, the
most notable of which are the illuminated
laboratory, the garden of the Idois, the cave
of Despair,the Palace of the Pasha, and the
brilliant transformatien. Three new bal-
leta are mntrocuced in the *'Devil's Ane-
tign,” and 1t gives the “Dance of the Pea-
cocks,” a feature that added much to 1its
suecess when it was first presented. An-
other feature 1s the “Widows’ Danece,” in
which six demure-looking voung women,
dressed 'n sombre black, do a danee that is

said to be not éntirely consistent with their |

habilamentsof woe. The “Devil’s Auec-
tion,” from a spectacular point of view, 18
a very brilliant aflair, and its performance
18 full of entertainment.

Another Comie Opera Success,

“The Isle of Champagne,” a very elabor-
ate and beautiful comic opera production,
comes to English’s Monday and Tuesday
evenings, the 14th and 15th insts., with
Thomas Q. Seabrooke as the star, and a
company of eighty people. The opera, or,
rather, its book, which 1ssaid to Le one of
the wittiest of the day, is the joint work of
Charles Alfred Byrne,the famous critie and
journalist, and Louis Harrison, one ot the
best likedjcomedians on the American stage.
Mr. Byrone bhas won fame and fortune as the
asuthorof “T! e Pearl of Pekin,” “Castles in
the Air,” and other exceedingly clever 1ib-
rettos, while Mr, Harrison isnot only known
through hisexcellent work as a comedian,
but further as one of the wittiest writers in
current literature. The music of the opera
was composed by Mr. W, W, Furst, who s
also responsible for the scores of manyg
clever works. Through these facts, itis
apparent that the “isle of CLhampagne” is
she result of the combined Jabors of three
very able men, and its wonderiul success
since i1ts first presentation leads to the ex-
pectancy of a most enjoyable performance.
The production in gorgeoueness and neat-
neas is said to exeel “Wang,” aud the opera
is fully as entertaining.

Empire Theater,

Alexapnder & Allen's spectacular pro-
dnetion, *Black Crook,” will appear at the
Empire all next week, commencing to-
morrow matinee, bBesides the well-known
snectacle of “Black Crook” seyen distinct
specialties will be presented. The scenie
portion of the play (if such it may be called)
18 #aid to be strong, and the dramatic work
18 in eapable hands. All told, the company

vombers forty persons. The familiar story
of the tnals of Kadolph. the poor artist, in
his love for Lady Agues, the coming of
Hardy Knute and his Satanio Majesty and
the terrors and splendors of the recesses of
the Hartz meaniains are interspersed with
some good specialties by the Bowen broth-
ere on the triple bars, the Sivermans in
their musical act, F'atnod in feats of bal-
ancing, Matt Gerwin. Irish character, and
danecing by Majorte Maxweli and othera
The performance closes with a well-ar-
ranged transformation scene,

On election might, Nov. &, an extra mid-
night performance will be given, at 11:30,
when the patrons can receive the election
returns and at the same time enjoy the per-
formance., A special wire has been run to
the stage of the theater and an operator
bhas been engaged for that mght. Seats
ean be secured at any tume after 9 A, M.
daily, or by telepbone 1708,
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Gossip of the Stage.
At Exglish’s and the Park next Tuesday

night (elegtion night) the latest returne
eloction will bo read from the
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stage, arrangements having been made to
get them promptly.

Mr. Abbey has secured the Ameriean
rights of the sperting drame, “The Proai-

gal Danghter,” now playiug at the Theater
Royal, London.

Comic opera returns to the New York
Casine. The variety entertainment, as
given at that house, was absolutely hope-
less frem the start.

A baby in green tights, a miniatore of
Lillian Lewis 1n " Lady Li),” 18 the device
of Lawrence Marston for souvenirs of
every performance of the play.

Aubrey Boucicault’s vlay, “The Favor.
ite,” was well received in San Francisoo
last Monday. The anthor and E. J. Henley
are the chief actors in the piece.

Annie Pixley's new play, “Misa Blythe,
of Dulath,” has made a hit. There are 1n
it several striking situations, and the pop-
ular actreas is given smple opportunity to
dispiay her ability,

fol Smith Russell, after an "absence of
two years from Indianapolis, will play at
the Grand the latter part of noxt week, in
“Peaceful Valley,” which is by far the
best play he has ever had.

Daniel Frohman has secured a new high.
class comedy for the Lyceum company b
the authors of “The Grey Mare,” It is
called “The Guardsman,” and will be pro-
duced 1n New York after the election.

Nioa Boucicaunlt, the delicate-looking
daughbter of the late actor and playwright,
seews to have followed ber American iail.
ure as an actress by doing excellently in
Loandon, vrobably becanse a snitable char-
aclier was assigned to her there,

Lillian Russell is by long odds the gneen
of comic oprra. Her reign 1n New York
bas been uninterrupted for several years,
and it would be usecless at this period to
allnde to her personal charms. No woman
on the stage to-day can hope to equal her,

Harry Kernell gave awav 210,000, so his
wife says, to some one—she doean't know
who—just before his incarceration 1n
Bloomingdale. Poor Kernell 1s suvifering
from general paresis and repests fragnient-
ATy n;::teneu and is apparently a physical
wrec

Lillian Russell wears the most gorgeous
gowns, it is said, in “The Montebanks” and
“La Cigale” ever seon on the stage. The
libretto of the firet-nsamed opera was writ-
ten by W. 8. Gilbert, Sir Arthar Sullivan's
former partoner, and is said to be 1n lLis
wittiest vein.

Mrs. Leslie Carter will lnd good-by to
““Miss Helyett” at the end of tle present
season and go back to emotional work.
They new play which David Belasco has
written for tho anctress 1s eailed “Heart of
Maryland,” and it is said to contain lots of
tears for the star,

Miss Vokes has always been noted for
surroundiog herself with pretty young
ladies, aud thisseaben it is said sbe hassur-
passed herself i1n that respect. The latest
additions to her company are the Misses
Evangeline Irving, Blanche Burion and
Marie Hillyer, three distinot types of fem-
inine loveliness.

““T'he Lost Paradise,” which is underlined
for the Grand for three mnights, beginning
the ld4th inst., is one of the greatest plave
of recent years, according to the reports
wherever it has heen played. Its story 1s
Lased on a new phase of the iabor gquestion
in an original way. Charles Frohman's
Now York company will present it here.

Felix Morrs announces that he will
inunch out next season tor himseif as a star.
He Las votified Mganager Clay, of the
Romina Vokes company, of bis intentions,
in order that Mr. Clay might bave ample
time to look about ftor his successor nextg
year. When Miss Vokes's season cioses
next May Mr. Morris will bid her farewell
and prepare for his own tonr,

Mr. E, J. Buckley has resigned from Mra
Bernard Heere's company on aceount of ill
heaith. The actor bad an attack of paral-
vsls & year or so ago, and since then he
has not been entirely well. A few weeks
since, his bhealth havina apparentiy im-
Rimved. Mr; Marcus Mayer engaged him for

ra. Beere's company, but at tho last min-
ute he was compelled to relinguish his con-
tract. He will be replaced by Mr. H. B.
Conway, the English actor,

Sol Smith Russell is associated in the
minde of all theater-goers with a certain
class of characterizations. Homely, in the
sweet and beautiful English aceeptation
of the word, genial and sweet-tumpered, he
has been the exponent of the trne hearis
which are nearily always found in bodies
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seem attractive. In “Peaceful Valley,” as
Hosea Howe, he is conceded to have sur-
possed all his previous etiorts.

Inherited brightness sometimes assorts
1tself in the guise of a boomerang. An in-
stance in point 1s supplied by an anecdote
concerning Beerbohm Tree, the well-known
London actor. His little daughter was
teasing him to buy her a pony. He de-
clared that he could not afford to purchase
suach luxuries. But the child was a match
tor him. *“T'hen, papa, why don’t youn play
a little better and make more money!”
asked the dear little innoecent,

Miss Lillian Rassell, who is to be the
reigning star at the Grand this week in
*“La Cigale,” will wear the famons jeweled
pin for which a few of her New York ad-
mirers contributed £5000 the other day. It
isa stunning ornament. In its oenter 1s
one iarge solitaire diamond surronnded by
anumber of stones set so carefunily that
they all lnok like one Kohinoor. From the
center project sixteen points, every other
one heing tipped with a atone.

It is claimed that Harry B. Smith, | the
prolific yonng author, has never producod
an unsuccessinl comie opera or burlesque.
Among his more or less successful money-
winners are “Hobin Hood.” ““The Crystal
Slipper” “Sinbad,” “The Tar and Tartar,”
and “The Fencing Master.” Now comes
“Jupiter” to eomvpiets the list. This opera,
in which Digby Bell is starring, has been
piaying to phenomenai business, if reports
are to be believed, at & time when many
attractionshave closed toavoid the disaster
of a presidential campaign,

Nat Goodwin ia a rongh-and-ready Amer-
1can in disposition, and if tiiere is anything
he despises it is allectation, says his man-
ager, John Warner. When Nat was in Lon-
don last summer he happened to go down
to Bath one day with some friends, and
poticed i1n the coach a pompous, blonde-
whiskered man, whom he immediately rec-
oguized as Chevaiier Scovel, the tenor
with the lordly name from Detroit. Mich.
Goodwin didn't faney Chevalier's Parisian
clothes and Jl.ondon dialecot; neither did he
like the leering valet, who sat shrunk up
at the side of the pompons and self-sat-
isfied tenor. When Nat reached the hotel
be found that Scovel had already arrived
and had registered as follows: ‘*Chevalier
Edwatd Scovel, Londen and New York,
and wan.” Goodwin, who was the next to
register, grabbed the pen avd wrote “'Nat

g.”' goodwtn. Eusrth, three aotors and va- l
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™~ COMMENCING TO-MORROW AFTERNOON AT 2 P. M.

T Performanoce Tuesday Night, 11:30 P, M.
FuLu ELecriox RETUrNs RECEIVED

BY SPECIAL WIRE, AND PROMPTLY ANNOUNCED
A FROM STAGE AS FAST As RECEIVED.
ALEXANDER ALLEN'S
BLACK « CROOK

EXTRAVAGANZA CO.

AND
BIG = SPECIALTY = SHOW.

DRAMA, OPERA, SPECTACLE, VAUDEVILLE AND FARCE. *
THE DRAMA.

LILLIAN AMES,
N. L. KEENAN,
NORA ALLEN,

THE VAUDEVILLE.
3—BOWEN BROS.—3,
WILLIAMS & THOMAS,
JACKSON & BOSHELL,
MARJORIE MAXWELL,

—PATNOD—
LARUE BROS.,
BESSIE MILTON,
THE CELEBRITIES,

QUARTETTE,
THE LUNNY SISTERS.

GEORGE CASTLE,
CHAS. FOSTER,
BESSIE COULTER,
JENNIE FOSTER,
NELLIE GJERDE.

Gorgeous Scenery. Grandly Perfeot. Our Dancers Marvels of Terp.
chorean DI-leltlel-

PRICES—Matinee, 10, 15, 25¢. Night, 15, 25, 50c.
NEXT-PARIS GATETY GIRLS.
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